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Anheuser-Busch InBev Agrees to Sell Four Metal 

Beverage Container Manufacturing Plants to Ball  
 

Anheuser-Busch InBev (Euronext: ABI) announced today that it has entered into a definitive 

agreement with Ball Corporation (NYSE: BLL), one of the world’s leading suppliers of metal and 

plastic packaging to the beverage and food industries, whereby Ball will acquire four metal 

beverage can and lid manufacturing plants from Anheuser-Busch InBev’s U.S. metal packaging 

subsidiary, Metal Container Corporation (MCC), for an aggregate purchase price of 577 million 

USD in cash, approximately 7.5x 2008 EBITDA.   

As part of the transaction, Ball Corporation will enter into a long-term supply agreement to 

continue to supply Anheuser-Busch InBev with metal beverage cans and lids from the divested 

plants.  Ball has committed, as part of the acquisition agreement, to offer employment to each 

active employee of the plants. 

The divested plants overall, as a group, are more focused on soft drink can production.  The 

divested can plants are located in Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin, Columbus, Ohio, and Rome, 

Georgia, and the divested lid plant is in Gainesville, Florida.  MCC’s remaining footprint, 

consisting of seven metal beverage can and lid manufacturing plants, will, as a group, be more 

focused on beer-can production and represents more than 60% of MCC’s current capacity.  

There are no plans or activities underway to sell the remaining plants.  

Carlos Brito, chief executive officer of Anheuser-Busch InBev, said: “The sale of this group of soft 

drinks-focused plants represents another step in our de-leveraging program, allowing us to 

rationalize capital while retaining those facilities that remain most relevant to our beer business.  

We have great respect for Ball Corporation and are pleased to have found a strategic buyer that 

shares our high opinion of these facilities and their employees.”  

The enclosed information constitutes regulated information as defined in the Royal 

Decree of 14 November 2007 regarding the duties of issuers of financial instruments 

which have been admitted for trading on a regulated market. 
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Closing of the transaction is subject to customary conditions, including regulatory approvals.  The 

transaction is not conditioned on financing and shareholder approvals are not required from 

Anheuser-Busch InBev or Ball Corporation.  The parties expect to complete the transaction at the 

end of the year or early in the first quarter of 2010. 

Deutsche Bank AG and Lazard Frères & Co. LLC are acting as financial advisors and Sullivan & 

Cromwell LLP is acting as legal counsel to Anheuser-Busch InBev. 

Dutch and French versions of this press release will be posted on www.ab-inbev.com.  

 
About Anheuser-Busch InBev  
Anheuser-Busch InBev is a publicly traded company (Euronext: ABI) based in Leuven, Belgium. It is the leading 
global brewer and one of the world's top five consumer products companies. A true consumer-centric, sales driven 
company, Anheuser-Busch InBev manages a portfolio of nearly 300 brands that includes global flagship brands 
Budweiser, Stella Artois and Beck’s, fast growing multi-country brands like Leffe and Hoegaarden, and strong "local 
jewels" such as Bud Light, Skol, Brahma, Quilmes, Michelob, Harbin, Sedrin, Cass, Klinskoye, Sibirskaya Korona, 

Chernigivske, and Jupiler, among others. In addition, the company owns an effective 50 percent equity interest in 
the operating subsidiary of Grupo Modelo, Mexico's leading brewer and owner of the global Corona brand. Anheuser-
Busch InBev’s dedication to heritage and quality is rooted in brewing traditions that originate from the Den Horen 
brewery in Leuven, Belgium, dating back to 1366 and the pioneering spirit of the Anheuser & Co brewery, 
established in 1860 in St. Louis, USA. Geographically diversified with a balanced exposure to developed and 

developing markets, Anheuser-Busch InBev leverages the collective strengths of its 120,000 employees based in 
operations in over 30 countries across the world. The company strives to be the Best Beer Company in a Better 

World. On a pro-forma basis for 2008, the combined company would have generated revenues of 39 billion USD. For 
more information, please visit: www.ab-inbev.com. 
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